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Irvine and Dreghorn Brass Band
Key Facts 2025

Organisation Overview
· Established: 1975/1976
· Location: Dunlop Memorial Hall, Dreghorn
· Charitable Status: Since 1994
· SCIO Status: Since 2019
· OSCR Charity Number: SC049689
· Website: www.idbrass.com 
· Social Media: @idbrass

Who we are
Irvine and Dreghorn Brass is North Ayrshire’s only community brass band organisation, offering inclusive access to music-making and learning. We operate four distinct programmes:
· Competition Band
· Community Band
· Youth Brass Programme
· Percussion Programme

We proudly support over 100 members across all streams.

We own and operate the Dunlop Memorial Hall through a community asset transfer, transforming it into a vibrant community music centre. We provide free or donation-based brass and percussion lessons to children and adults, along with instruments to support learning. We hold regular community concerts within our building with audience size of up to 110. We also hold concerts, enabling larger audiences, elsewhere. 

We strive to make our activities financially accessible to all. We recognise that we are based in a deprived area according to the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation, therefore our lessons are free wherever possible and our concerts are mainly free or donation based.

Benefits
For Members
Our programmes complement local authority music education and are delivered by qualified music teachers and freelance professionals. We work closely with North Ayrshire Council and local education departments.
In 2025, seven of our young members were selected to play with the National Youth Brass Band of Scotland.
Musical participation fosters:
· Academic skills: numeracy, literacy, language, problem-solving
· Personal development: creativity, communication, confidence, discipline
· Social growth: teamwork, emotional awareness, community engagement
A 2024 member survey revealed strong agreement that our activities provide:
· Pride in the organisation and community
· Mental health and wellbeing benefits
· Enhanced learning and skill development
· Stronger social networks and community cohesion
Member Testimonials:
“Being part of the band has helped my mental and physical health. It gets me out of the house, socialising and learning new things. I’m proud of my new skills and the difference we make in the community.”
“My son is autistic, and this is the only social interaction he has outside school. He looks forward to practices and events—it boosts his confidence, social circle, and mental health.”
We foster a culture of wellbeing, with a dedicated wellbeing champion, resources on our website, and supportive signage in our hall.

For the Community
Our concerts and events are social, inclusive, and inspiring. We reach:
· A core audience of 250–300
· Tens of thousands annually through gala days, seasonal events, and public performances
We perform at approximately 30 community events each year, including:
· Marymass Festival
· Vikingar
· Stewarton Bonnet Guild
· West Kilbride Yuletide
· Irvine and Kilwinning Remembrance Services
· Large shopping centres and local venues
We actively support other charities and community groups, including:
· Irvine Incorporated Trades
· Irvine Carters Association
· Irvine Maritime Museum
· Royal British Legion
· Coastwatch
· Local churches and businesses
We maintain strong relationships with North Ayrshire Council, local MPs, and councillors, and participate in council forums. Our 2020 community asset transfer of our hall was backed by local organisations.

Charitable Impact: We’ve facilitated:
· Concert fundraisers
· Ukraine collection centre
· Food bank donations
· Sponsored events (e.g., Ben Nevis trek with band performance, charity 4Balls)
Over £10,000 raised for other charities in recent years.
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