Fairlie Family STEM Club – Discover, Build, Experiment!
Project Summary
The Fairlie Family STEM Club will create a new monthly after-school activity for families in Fairlie, bringing children of all ages and their parents/carers together to explore Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths through fun, practical, hands-on activities.
The club will be run by Fairlie Parent Council, with support from school staff, and will take place after the normal school day in Fairlie Primary School's STEM activity room. It will be a community activity outside the school curriculum and will not form part of the school day.
Fairlie has relatively few local facilities and activities for families, so the club will provide a regular opportunity to spend quality family time within the village while developing children's confidence, creativity, curiosity and problem-solving skills.
We are requesting £1,000 for STEM equipment and resources, allowing the club to run monthly and continue beyond the initial funding period.
What will the project do?
We will establish a monthly after-school Family STEM Club, open to children of all ages and their parents/carers.
The club will take place after school, using the school's STEM activity room as a venue. Although the activity will be based in the school, it will be a Parent Council-led community activity outside the school day.
Each session will have a different practical STEM theme, with families working together to experiment, design, build and investigate.
Activities would include:
· Building and engineering challenges
· Electrical circuits and electronics
· Coding and robotics
· Bridges, towers and structures
· Gears, pulleys, wheels and moving machines
· Science experiments
· Exploring magnets, forces, light and sound
· Renewable energy challenges
· Designing and testing vehicles and rockets
· Problem-solving and invention challenges
· STEM activities using everyday materials
Activities will be designed so that children of different ages can participate at their own level. Younger children can explore and build alongside older children and adults, while older children can take on more complex design, engineering and problem-solving challenges.
The emphasis will be on learning together and having fun.
Why is it needed?
Fairlie is a small village with limited facilities and organised activities for families. There are relatively few opportunities within the village where children and parents/carers can participate in an activity together after school.
The Family STEM Club will address this by creating a regular monthly activity within the village, giving families somewhere local to go after school and an opportunity to spend meaningful time together.
It will also make positive use of Fairlie Primary School's STEM activity room outside the normal school day, allowing an existing local facility to support wider community activity.
STEM equipment can be expensive and many families do not have access to specialist resources such as electronics kits, construction equipment or robotics at home. The project will make these experiences accessible to local families without requiring them to travel elsewhere.
What difference will it make?
The project will provide:
· A new regular after-school family activity in Fairlie.
· Monthly opportunities for children and adults to spend quality time together.
· Hands-on STEM experiences for children of all ages.
· Opportunities to develop creativity, curiosity and problem-solving skills.
· Increased confidence in experimenting, making mistakes and trying again.
· Opportunities for children and parents/carers to learn from each other.
· Opportunities for local families to meet, socialise and strengthen community connections.
· Positive use of the school's STEM activity room outside school hours.
· Reusable equipment that can benefit the community for years to come.
We particularly want to show children that STEM is not just something that happens during the school day or in a classroom. It can be creative, exciting, practical and something that families can enjoy together.
How will the £1,000 be spent?
We will purchase a core collection of durable, reusable STEM resources:
	Item
	Amount

	Electrical circuits and electronics sets
	£200

	Construction and engineering resources
	£200

	Science experiment equipment and consumables
	£175

	Coding and robotics resources
	£175

	STEM challenge materials, tools and measuring equipment
	£100

	Storage boxes and organisation of equipment
	£75

	Printing, activity sheets and session materials
	£75

	Total
	£1,000


We will seek good-value equipment and, where possible, purchase durable resources that can be used repeatedly rather than spending the funding on one-off activities.
Who will benefit?
The club will be open to children of all ages and their parents/carers in Fairlie.
The mixed-age approach will allow siblings to participate together and means families do not need to choose activities based on the age of individual children.
Adults will be encouraged to participate alongside the children, making this a genuine family learning and community activity rather than a children's drop-off club.
How will it be sustained?
The Fairlie Parent Council will organise and coordinate the club, with support from school staff and parent/community volunteers.
The club will take place monthly after school, separately from the school's normal curriculum and school-day activities.
The funding will primarily purchase reusable equipment rather than ongoing staffing costs. Once the equipment has been purchased, it can be used again and again for monthly sessions.
This means the £1,000 investment will provide benefits well beyond the initial project period.
As the club develops, we hope to build a bank of activities and resources that can be reused by volunteers and potentially support other school and community STEM events.
Community involvement
The project is being led by Fairlie Parent Council in response to the needs and interests of local families.
Families will be encouraged to suggest future activities and STEM challenges, helping shape the programme.
The club will therefore remain community-led, inclusive and responsive to local families.
Location
Fairlie Primary School STEM Activity Room, after the normal school day.
Frequency
Monthly after-school sessions, with the intention of establishing the club as an ongoing community activity.
Funding requested
£1,000
Project delivered by
Fairlie Primary Parent Council
