[image: ]Saltcoats Sea Queen



Child Protection Policy
saltcoatsseaqueen@gmail.com
1. Purpose and Scope
The purpose of this policy is to protect children and young people who attend or participate in activities under the umbrella of Saltcoats Sea Queen.
· This policy applies to all volunteers, committee members, or anyone working on behalf of our group.
· For this policy, a child is defined as anyone under the age of 18. 
2. Core Principles
· The welfare of the child is paramount.
· All children, regardless of age, disability, gender, race, religious belief, or sexual orientation, have the right to equal protection from all types of harm or abuse.
· Working in partnership with children, young people, their parents/carers, and local agencies is essential to promoting young people's welfare. 
3. Code of Conduct for Volunteers
All adults working with our group must follow these behavioural standards: 
· Do ensure more than one adult is present or within sight/hearing during activities; avoid strict 1-to-1 isolation.
· Do keep doors ajar or use rooms with visual windows if private discussions are necessary.
· Do encourage children to speak up if they feel uncomfortable with any adult's behavior.
· Do Not engage in physical horseplay, rough behavior, or inappropriate touching.
· Do Not allow unsupervised free time for children under 11 years old.
· Do Not smoke or vape on premises, as per North Ayrshire Council Licensing Rules.
4. Responding to Disclosures or Suspected Abuse
If a child confides in a volunteer that they are experiencing harm: 
· Listen carefully and stay calm.
· Reassure the child that they did the right thing by telling you.
· Do not promise confidentiality; explain gently that you must share this with someone who can help.
· Record the facts using the child's exact words immediately after the conversation.
· Report the concern directly to any committee member right away.










5. Reporting and Referral Procedures
The member of the Committee will immediately evaluate the information and make an official referral. If a child is at immediate risk of harm, bypass internal steps and contact local authorities directly:
· North Ayrshire Health and Social Care Partnership (Social Work): Call 01294 310300 (Office hours) or 0800 328 7758 (Out of hours).
· Police Scotland: Call 101 (Non-emergency) or 999 (Emergency).
· Online Resources: Review practitioner toolkits via the North Ayrshire Council Child Protection Portal. [
6. Safer Recruitment and Training
· All volunteers and staff undertaking regulated work with children must register with the Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) Scheme before starting.
· References will be checked for all regular roles.
· Basic child protection training will be provided to all team members annually. 
7. Review Schedule
This policy will be reviewed annually to align with new legislation or local authority adaptations.
· Signed: ___Maria Paterson_______________________ (Secretary)
· Date Adopted:  August 2026
· Next Review Date: August 2027
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